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“10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.””   
-  Acts 1:10-11 

Review:  
The Nicene Creed is a confession of what ‘we’ believe as Christians. Since its completion in 381 
AD, it has been continually used by Christ’s Church in worship. 

By confessing the Blessed Trinity, we believe in one God in three persons - Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit are the persons of the Godhead. This is a profound mystery of the faith. We started 
many weeks ago by looking about what we believe about the Father, and today we conclude 
looking at what we believe about the Son.  

Over the past few weeks we have looked at the incarnate ministry of God the Son, by 
considering first, the humiliation of Christ, and then the exaltation of Christ. Again, as the WSC 
(in Modern English) says: 

Q28: How is Christ exalted? [Wherein consisteth Christ’s exaltation?] 
A: Christ is exalted by His rising from the dead on the third day, His going up into heaven, 
His sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and His coming to judge the world at the last 
day. 

The two ideas we will be considering today are encapsulated in the Creed saying: “and he shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 
end.” 

The [Second] Coming of Christ 
Just as Jesus Christ was a physical, historical figure who walked in 1st century Palestine, he 
remains a physical man who is returning a point in the future. Jesus is physically coming back - 
as the angels told the disciples, he is returning the same way he left! (Acts 1:11) 

The Public Purpose of His Return (2 Thess. 1:7-10; Rev. 20:5-6, 11-15): the return of Jesus is not 
secret, or spiritual. It is public and physical, and it is intended to judge the living and the dead - 
to vindicate the saints and justly punish the wicked.  

note on Rev. 20: this one chapter causes much confusion (just see next page) but ‘First 
Resurrection’ is for the elect only, immediately being with Jesus in spirit at death (WSC 37); 
‘First Death’ is the physical death all humans will endure; ‘Second Resurrection’ is the 
general resurrection of the dead which all dead humans will receive; and ‘Second Death’ is 
the eternal punishment of Hell for the reprobate - in Christ, the elect are immune! (Rev. 20:6) 
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The timing of his return (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; Matt. 24): Jesus’ own teaching 
indicates that his return can and will happen at any moment. There need not be a 1000 year long 
golden age, or 7 years of fierce persecution, in order for the return of Jesus to occur (but a golden 
age of persecution…). If your theology of the last things (eschatology) cannot comprehend the 
immediate return of Christ, then it doesn’t line up with our Lord’s teaching.  

What of the Millennium? (Rev. 20): The Bible says there will be a thousand years, doesn’t it? 
Consider 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6, both of which say that the fallen angels are not to be put in 
chains (future) but have already been put in chains (past and present).  

Biblical Interpretation: ‘the analogy of Scripture’ since the Holy Spirit is the primary author 
of Scripture, we should interpret difficult and unclear passages/symbology/imagery in light 
of the whole Bible, especially in reference to clearer passages on that topic. 

The [Unending] Kingdom of Christ 
Mark 1:15 - Jesus said “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.”  When he came, his kingdom came. It has come (inauguration), and it is 
coming in fullness (consummation). It has broken into this passing evil age.  

 
‘inaugurated eschatology’ - the last days have already begun (aka ‘amillenialism’). 
(below: image by Dr. Benjamin Gladd)

Module II - The Son Lesson 11 — May 2, 2021


